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condition laid down? By precedent there was no other possible
candidate for the chancellorship but himself in a party state, but
he had rejected the party state no less decisively than had the
government. There was nothing to do but to await the answer
of Papen, and the chancellor, having let it be known that he con-
sidered the results a vindication of the presidial system, would
say no more. But the party had got to the state when it did not
understand what on earth he was waiting for. How many elections
did he want it to win for him before he would seize power?
The Leader was indeed sorely perplexed and this time the argu-
mentation of his subordinates, however furious, could supply no
light on policy. He was caught now in the toils of his own and
their diplomacy. In two years' time the party had doubled its
vote. During these two years, years of crisis and social misery, it
had been literally deluged with promises in reckless outbidding
of any conceivable opponent, promises of what profit it would
derive by giving power to the Leader; it had indeed multiplied in
direct ratio to his pledges. If the old members were disciplined
and loyal, that was more than could be said of the members
gained in the last six months who were not fanaticized to anything
like the same extent. If the older members were content to do no
more than grumble like the Old Guard and stop grumbling to
shout "Vive TEmpereur," if they were well in hand except for a
few ambitious individuals, the newer members and especially
the newer voters on whose multiplication the legal acquisition of
power depended were not at all to be relied on. Some of them had
gone over to Hitlerism because they had the faith that believes
in the impossible and looks for miracles; others had come over
because they wished to stake a claim to spoils. No matter how
much they were all under the Leader's spell in his presence, they
wanted spoils and they wanted miracles, and they wanted them
now. In that period of waiting Hitler sensed a feeling of scepticism
just where he had never felt it before in the ordinary party
member and party voter, and it was precisely on them that he
depended to keep the far more fundamental scepticism of his
immediate associates impotent to hurt. Once the legend were
weakened there would be a score of pretenders to the throne.

